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Dear Congressman Otter,

For your info~D, aU hop growers in the State ofldaOO are opfK)sed to the PM]
federal hop marketb)8 oIdel'. Id81K> hop growers share the concern ofthc rest oftJ
industry about the CUIreI1t state of the U.S. hop fOOustry. We do 1lOt, however, 8i2
the diagIX)sis ofa solutk>n to the problem as set forth in the proposed Marketil1g (

In our view, the current, painful situation is the result of structural changes in the ]
industry brought on by recent teclu¥>k)gical advances in bop growing, processing
utilization at b~cs, which tavc rcsu1tcd in a drauatic shock to the imustry's
previous assumptions with regard to supply BIn demand both for hop growers and
brewers.

We think that the current state of affairs. though dimcuh am disn1priw. can aDd ,
co~ted by the unfettered action oCtile ~ and we view t}., prolK>sed marke1
order as, at best, a short tenDo artificial. stop-gap measure that will only postpoM 1
industry's loDg-term need"to adjust to the ~ market situation.

We believe the market is working, and by aI!owtog it to work, is the smItest, lcaSI
painful path to a solution. We believe, therefore, that the adoption of this mark.etiJ
order wol11d be cotmterproducti-ve, and we visorously oppose this or any otlx:r pro
that would seck to reguJate the fi'ee am unfettered flow of hops to the market.
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